The dog did not move as the needle was
inserted, and, as the barbiturate began to
flow into the vein, the anxious expression
left his face and the muscles began to relax.
By the time the injection was finished, the
breathing had stopped.

‘Is that it?’ the old man whispered.

“Yes, that’s it,” | said. ‘He is out of his
pain now.’

The old man stood motionless except for
the clasping and unclasping of his hands.
When he turned to face me his eyes were
bright. “That's right, we couldn’t let him
suffer, and I'm grateful for what you've
done. And now, what do | owe you for your
services, sir?’

‘Oh, that'’s all right, Mr Dean,’ | said
quickly. ‘It’s nothing — nothing at all. | was
passing right by here — it was no trouble.’

The old man was astonished. ‘But you
can't do that for nothing.’

| What is the old dog’s name?

‘Now please say no more about it, Mr
Dean. As | told you, | was passing right by
your door.” | said goodbye and went out of
the house, through the passage and into the
street. In the bustle of people and the bright
sunshine, [ could still see only the stark,
little room, the old man and his dead dog.

As [ walked towards my car, | heard a
shout behind me. The old man was shuffling
excitedly towards me in his slippers. His
cheeks were streaked and wet, but he was
smiling. In his hand he held a small, brown
object.

“You've been very kind, sir. I've got
something for you.” He held out the object
and | looked at it. It was tattered but just
recognizable as a precious relic of a bygone
celebration.

‘Go on, it’s for you,’ said the old man.
‘Have a cigar.’

From /f Only They Could Talk by James Herriot

2 How old is the dog?

3 What breed is the dog?

4 What two words describe the general appearance of the old man?

5 Other details of the old man’s appearance are described by further adjectives. Fill

them in below.

Q. EVES

.. cardigan

... trousers and slippers



