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Science Fiction as the
Mythology of the Future




“A Rose for Ecclesiastes” by Roger Zelazny
Science fiction is clearly the most visible and influential
contemporary form of futurist thinking in the modern worid.
Why is science fiction so popular?
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>cience fiction speaks to the whole person and
stimuiates Nolistic Tuture consciousness.




What is Science Fiction?

| Astounding
SCIENCE FICTION
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The Allegory of “Surface Tension”




Outline

4+ Take an historical perspective on
science fiction

4 Describe various narrative themes and
archetypes embodied in science fiction
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Some of the Main Theses

4+ Science fiction engages all the fundamental
capacities of the human mind and future

consciousness; it generates holistic future
consciousness.

4+ Science fiction weaves together theoretical
speculation with personalized and realistic
namtive.

, fiction addresses all the main
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.nese aimensions into integrative visions.
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The Power of Myth

“The universe is made of stories, not of atoms.”
Muriel Ruleyser

4 Narration & Drama
4+ Personification

4+ Archetypal Themes
4+ Ethics - Values
4+ Inspiration & Emotion
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Myth & Science Fiction

4+ Narration & Drama

4+ Personification

4+ Archetypal Themes

4 Ethics - Values

4+ Emotion & Inspiration
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Fantasy vs Science Fiction
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Science & Science Fiction versus
Fantasy & Religious Myth

4+ Standards of
Knowledge &
Reality Change

4+ Divine
- Providence
versus Sec
Progress and
ne rFromise or
xcience




Science Fiction:
The Synthesis of Science & Myth

4+ Archetypal -
Personification -
Narrative -
Inspirational -
Cosmic - Meaning,
Purpose, and Value

“and Contemporary
Thought - Future

Jriented




Science Fiction as the Mythology
of the Future




The Origins & Double-Edged Sword of
Science Fiction: Hope and Fear

“Since man is above all future-making,
he is, above all, a swarm of hopes and fears.”
Ortega y Gasset




The Hopeful Dreams of Science
Fiction: Cosmic Awe & Weonder
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The Fears of Science Fiction

“...nightmares are dreams whose usefulness is to keep
us on our toes.”

J. T. Fraser




Science Fiction & Romanticisms:
Passion & Distrust




Mary Shelly
Franltenstein: or, the Modern Prometheus

*« .« Frankenstein is the modern theme, touching not only
science but man's dual nature, whose inherited ape curiosity has
brought him both success and misery."

Brian Aldiss

Frankenstein
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Jules Verne
The Scientific Remanece
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JULES VERNE . by Jules Verne
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H. G. Wells: A Multiplicity of Visions &
Predictions of the Future

The War in the Air
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:SLEEPER AWAKES

The Food of the Gods
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INTRODUCTION BY BEN BOYA




Evelution, Future Histories, &
Global Ethical Utopianism




“It is possible to believe that all the past is but the
beginning of a beginning, and that all that is and has
been is but the twilight of the dawn.

It is possible to believe that all that the human mind has
ever accomplished is but the dream before the
awakening.”

H.G. Wells




Mind at the End of its Tether
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Cosmology, Society, & Future History:
The Golden Age
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Amazing & Astounding:
Gernsbhack & Campbell

[ RALPH 124C 41+

A Romance of theyear 2660
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The Space Opera - “Deoc” Smith

THE SKYLARK OF SPACE

TIVE EDITION

EDWARD E.
SMITH, Ph.D.

LAY

E. E.“DOC” SMITH
INTRODUCTION BY YERNOR VINGE
ILLUSTRATED BY 0. G. ESTES, JR.




Olaf Stapledon’s Star Malker:
Cosmic Evolution and Future History

“Probably the most powerful work of imagination ever written.”
Arthur C. Clarke

SF MASTERWORKS .




Future Histories:
Asimev & Heinlein
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Robert Heinlein: The Most Popular Science
Fiction Writer of the 1940s & 1950s
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His classic,

Hugo Award-winning novel
of libertarian revolution




Orwell feared that the truth would be concealed

from us. Huxley feared the truth would be drowned

in a sea of irrelevance. Orwell feared we would

| become a captive cuiture. Huxiey feared we would
become a trivial culture, preoccupied with some
2quivaient oy iné reelies, tné orgy porgy, and the
-entrifjugail bumpiepuppy.—




Aldous Huxley’s Brave New Werld
A Techno-Dystopia

A World of No Pain
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George Orwell’s 1984
A Dystamifid 6£N6 PR siporession




Classic Archetypes an
Narrative Themes




Movies and Catastrophes

The Classic Bestseller and a Landmark of 20th-Century Literature .

WALTER M. MILLER, JR.

Author of Saint Lelbowitz and the Wild Horse Woman

CANTICLE FOR
‘|Gl

The award-winning
futuristic classic of the world

ravaged by plague and
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Arthur C. Clarke
Science, Myth, & Eveolution

DELUXE LETTER-BOX EDITION




Human Evelution &
Transformation
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Space Exploration & Alien Contact

» P
The Hugo and Nebula Award-winning novel... /7
the gripping story of a ring-shaped world
nd a distant sun.
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Time Travel & the Metaphysical

MICHAEL

HIS NEBULA AWARD-WINNING CLASSIC
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Time Travel & the Metaphysical
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Classics of Science Fiction & the
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Golden Age

SCIENCE FICTION
HALL OF FAME

The Greatest Science Fiction Novellas of All Time Chosen by
the Nembers of the Science Ficlion Writers of America

A EDITED BY BEN BOVA
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THE

SCIENCE FICTION

HALL OF FAME

VOLUME TWO B frm——

reatest Science Fiction Stories off
's of the Science, Writers of America

‘yroa'snr‘ ss(veasy@




Classics of Science Fiction & the
Golden Age

e W SHAMB[EAU

~ AND OTHERS

C. L MOORE
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The Eveolution of
Scienece Fiction




The New Culture & New Wave: Psyche,
Culture, Ethics, Gender, Sex, & Religion
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THE ATROCITY EXHIBITION

New Reised Editon

BY SAMUEL R. DELANY
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RIVERWORLD SAGA

HIS HUGO AWARD-WINNING CLASSIC

LORDorLIGHT

ATRIUMPHI" Fantasy and Science Fiction’




Being the adventures of a young man
whose principal interests are rape,
ultra-violence and Beethoven.




Philip K. Dick
Questions of Reality, Madness, & Mind

THE INSPIRATION FOR BLADE RUNNER

DO ANDROIDS




Weoemen of Science Fiction
Ursula Le Guin

LRSUTAK

LE QI'IV
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Wemen of Science Fiction
James Tiptree )r.
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weoemen ofr sScience Fic
Willis, Bujold, Cherryh, & Bu Ier

_The Hugo Award-Winning Novel of
Interstellar Confhct and Ambmon

\\]\\II OF THI
HUGO AND NEBULA AWAR

WINNER
OF THE
NEBULA AWARD

PARABLE OF THE TALENTS

“IMPRESSIVE.” ~NEW YORK TIMES BOOK REVIEW
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How Science Fiction Conquered
the Weorld

THE DREAMS OUR
STUFF IS MADE OF

CTHOMAS




How Science Fiction Conquered
the World

SACA MAS A DEGINNING

THE 20" ANNIVERSARY
" NEVER BEFORE SEEN FOOTAGE - ENHANCED VISUAL EFFECTS - NEW REMASTERED SOUNDTRACK

O . MARCH 2002 ONLY INTHEATRES ~ .%=




Androids, A.l., & Techno-Augmentation:
Frederik Pohl

MAN PLUS
FREDERLK P O]

FREDERIK

PO S

THE MOST CONSISTENTLY ABLE WRITER SCIENCE ncn(.m
IN THE MODERN SENSE, HAS YET PRODUCED." x

DAY MILLION




wWillianmn Glbseon & Neuromancers:
Cyberspace, _/.J-‘I'_,.)JIJ"\ B,
rostmedernism

WILLIAM GLBON




The Matrix as
Romanticism

Techno-Metaphysics & Regressive
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Sci=Fi & Science Fiction

The power of ar. immorsal.
The soul of & human,
The heart of a hero.
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The Farthest Reaches of
Space, Time, & Mind
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Dan Simmeons: The Hyperion Epic
A Multiplicity of Worlds, Journeys of the Soul,
Space-Humans, & Archetypes of Good & Evil

v 2 THE LONG-AWAITED SEQUEL TO HYPERION AND
THE FALL OF HYPERION BY HUGO AWARD-WINNING AUTHOR

DINN N SIMME

N1 DN

A| MASTERY
OF FAR-FUTURE
S¢ Il NCE FICTION,
The NewYork Tily
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llium and Olympos
The Synthesis of Myth
& Science Fiction
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Evolution has changed the face of the world. . . .

DARWIN'S
GHILDREN




Kim Stanley Robinson
Mars & the Utopian

WINNER OF THE
HUGO AWARD FOR BEST NOVEL

BESTSELLING AUTHOR OF BLUE MARS




Snow Crash

NEW YORK TIMES BESTSELLING AUTHOR OF CRYPTONOMICON

NEAL STEDHENSON




Sawyer & The Neanderthal Parallax

rabert J. Sawyli
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Sawyer & Issues of Human ldentity

mindscan

ROBERT J. SAWYER

WINNER OF THE HUOO AND NEBULA AWARDS FOR BEST NOVEL




Verneor Vinge
Alien Minds, Mental Evelutien, & the
Galactie Internet

Rainbows

End

A NOVEL
WITH ONE FOOT IN
THE FUTURE

FOUR-TINME €

'  VERNOR

VINGE

HUGO
AWARD
WINNER-
BEST
NOVEL

TIE AUTHOR OF THE IN ANARD-WINVING

“EVERYTHING A HARD SCIENCE FIETION READER GOU




singularitu.
SidLL
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Wi ilson’s Spin




Banks’ The Algebraist




Avatar & Romantic Naturalism




Avatar & Romantic Naturalism




The Xeelee

& the Photine Birds

Stephen Baxter

Cosmological Narrati




The Maniteld Trilegy:
infinite Werlds, Fermi’s Paracdex, &

Hunman Evelutien




Topies & Themes of Science Fiction

ociety & Cities in the Future
- Future Cultures

4 Human S



Topics & Themes of Science Fiction

4 Space Exploration & Space
Colonization — Exploring &
Understanding the Cosmos

4 Alien Contact, Alien Civilizations, [
& Alien Mentality, N

¥ Time Travel - The MEBH}FJE!!\%‘J

Q » | P2 ) - - C
¥ Philosophical, Religious, &
Spiritual Ifhemes -
Enlightenment — Iihe Existence &

Nature of God
¥ [he Unknowh & the Mysterious

¥ Morality & vValues - Good « Evil




Topies & Themes of Science Fiction

+

Women, Men, Love, & Sex in,
the Future

New, or Alternative Forms of
Reality, - Alternative
Universes

Future Wars
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J\J:.".'cu.r'zﬂ & Cosmic Disastel
T'he End of Humanity

The Transcendence
Fiumanity

“LIfe, the Universe, &
cverything=




Conclusien: The Funections &
Strengths of Science Fiction

4+ Breath & Integration of
Topics & Themes -

Interdisciplinary

thesis of Science & Art
- thesis of Science &

+

4+ Narration &
‘Dramatization




Conclusien: The Funections &
Strengths of Science Fiction

4+ Multi-faceted Realistic
Scenario Building

4+ Cosmic - Philosophical &
Personalized/Concrete

of




Conclusien: The Functions &
Strengths of Science Fiction

4 Predictions & Warnings

4+ Thought Experiments

4 Creates a Concrete
Realism of the Future




